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BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT 


Report on the Health of the District for the Year 1 


p.r.6.f.4 ¢.e€ 


Mr. Chairmen, Ledies and Gentlenen, 


I present herewith the Report on the Heelth of the District during 
197, drawi up along the lines suggested in Department of Health & 
Social Security Circular 1/71, dated January, 1971. Included in the 
Report is the Report of your Public Health Inspector. 


The Registrer General estimated the population t: be 2440. It will 
be interesting to leern how this figure compares with that of the Census 
in 1971. There were 49 births giving a Standardised Birth Rate of 21. ae 
This is well above the Netionel Average of 16.0 per thousend population 
and might be accounted for by the fact that the illegitimate birth rate 
for Buckfastleigh was 14% of -11 live births which is nearly double the 
National Kate of 84. Deaths increased to 42 giving a Standardised Rate 
of 14.2 per thousand population which is well above the National “verage 
of 11.7. 4s in former years the majority of decths were caused by heart 
disease and cencer 


Work commenced to replece defective sewers end it is hoped that the 
consequent loss of infiltration water will ease the load upon the sewage 
treatment works and eneble that works to function more efficiently. 


Agsin I wish to thonk all Members of the Council and *teff for their 
help and co-operetion during the year. 


John Wildman. 


Medical Officer of Health. 


August, 1971. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 1970. 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 
John Wildmen, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.fe 


DEPUTY MEDIC«+L OFFICER OF HEALTH. 


Mary E. Budding, M.B., B.Ch., B.Sc., D.P.H. 


PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR (Also Surveyor). 


G.T.W.Allen, F.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.I. 
Council Offices, 
Town Hall, 
Buckfastleigh. Tel. Buckfastleigh 2443. 


PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE 
Chairman Councillor M. Tolchard. 
Chaimman of the Council Councillor S.C.J.Goffin. 
and 
Miss F.M.Axford, Messrs. A.W.Thompson, J.A.West, J.R.Willcocks 


and Dr. M.Wigran. 


M.0.H.Central Office. Area No.5 - South West Devon, 
Public Health Departaent 
Council Offices, 
8,Plymbridge Rd., 
Plympton,Plymouth. Tel. Plymouth 46644, 
PL7 4LG. 


M.O.H.Clerk. Miss G. Prowse. Tel. Plymouth 46644. 
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VIT/L STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1970. 
Table 1. 
Figures for 1969 are shown in brackets. 
POPULATION: 


Estimated Mid-Year Population of Buckfastleigh Urben District. 


2,440 (2,510) 


Natural increase or decrease .c. eee ~ 7 (+ 1) 
Migration in or out Bae Foes -6% be a) 
Total increase or decrease ca aes -7 (Nil) 
Population at 1961 Cesus sue iwi “ses 25558 


GENERAL STATISTICS: 
1, 365 


umber of Inhabited Houses according to Rate Books (1st April) 


= 


1,034 (1,034) 


Number of Houses per acre See knee. Ga 750 (0.758) 
Number of Persons per acre we aes  Sac07 (1,840) 
Number of Persons per house ee cee 25200 (2.428) 
Dwollings owned by the Council ... 4... 395 ( 396) 


Rateable Value of District (1st April) * 
£103,318 (£103, 318) 


Penny Kete. 


Sum Represcnted by < 
£406 (£395) 
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VITAL STATISTICS AND GINERAL STATISTICS 197. 


Teble 2. 


Figures for 1969 are shown in brackets. 
BIRTHS: 


Stendardised ive Birth Rate per 1,000 population «+. 2104 (17.4) 


Aree Comparability Factor for Births ee. ese siete lao (1.32) 


Number of Live Births 


pe nel 


Males Females Total 


Total 26 13 39 
Legitimate 24 10 44 
Tilegitamate 2 4 5 
Humber of Still Births . 0 0 0 


DEATHS. 


Stendardised Death Rate per 1,000 Population. Speadas 2 VOeL 
Area Comparability Factor for Deaths «++ eee see 20'575..(0. 72) 


Number of Deaths 
Males Females Total 


M11 Ages - Total 23 23 46 


Deaths of Infents under 1 yr. a @) ci 
Number under 4 weeks of age O- ) ) 
@) 0) O 


Number under 1 weck of age 
Rate per 1,000 Live Pirths. <ns26.0 (2.3) 


Infantile Mortalit 


COMPARISON WITH RATES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES: 


Birth Rate 16.0 (16.3) Death Rate 11.7 (11.9) 


Infantile Mortality Rate 18.0 (18.0) 


(Infonts under 1 year of age 
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PREVALTNCH OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


— 


Two cases of Infective JAUNDICE were reported in the first end 
last quartersof the year. The illness is debilitating and recovery 
takes several weeks or even months. The most efficient weapon against 
infection is good sanitation end good personal hygiene. 


RATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948. 
Section 47 —- No statutory action was necessary for the renovel of 


persons in need of cere and attention. 


Section 50 - No burials took place under this Section of the Act. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 197. 


B19(6) Malignent Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus ... 
B19(7) Malignant Neoplasm, Breast aes aie 
B19(8) Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus tu Ges 
CEE es es lee tele 
B19(11) Other Malienant Neoplasms Oe ieee Oe 


B21 Diabetes Mellitus wks pane aa Sars 


B28 Ischaanic Heart Disease Ut we i ae 
B29 Other forms <f Nesrt Disease ea Cope 
B® Cerebrovascular Disease was ace aes 


B46(6) Other Diseases of Circulatory System... 
B42 Pneumonia... coe ies eee oon eee 
ESOT fee ee tet we 
MEARE G 6c o cc eae bas ee 
B42 Congenital Anomalies ... eee coe eee 


BE48 All other Accidents ... ners iad aie 


TOTAL ALL CAUSES eee eee oo eeo ees 


ie 


23 


46 


Fo 


es 


— 


e 


—" 


#) 


Q 


0 


°e eve 
** “ee 
*-* ee 
** sf 


BOL. BEAN FQ ~ EASA? 


- audodor® jpainl mietoon i 


* ee 
e eee 
e Pe 
‘ ese 
. toe 
° vee 
e ees 
‘ eee 
MeIVve 


* eee 
* te 
_ «ee 
. “7 -F 
— *e#e 
bl 7 


seneTd oagtqoe 4 
autes 0 .auctqos i J 


ane Leo 4 irate bh ; : t 


eee “ee out bE 27 
ae 
s-. oasoald dag oy 


' 
7 


orase kG Srey “ t 
i 


“te onaon tG th hd 
yrotatuor tt “t6 Re 


eed ese oe 


see “ae 
ees ef 
ee “aee te 


SEQTTON _B. 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES. 


1. Hospitals. 


A general prectiticner hosnital with 15 mixed medical and surgical 
beds is situnted in Ashburton. Other hospitels which serve the district 
are Newton Abbot Hospital end Torbezy Hospitol. There is a maternity 
unit at Broomberough Hospitil, Totnes, to which many of the Buckfastleigh 
mothers are adaitted for their confinement. 


2. County Coumci]. Health Services. 


Under the National He:lth Service. act, 1946, the County Council 
provides the fo.ioving services:- 


Domiciliary wisisives, home nurses, health visitors, supervisory 

care of sxpestent cond mursing mothers and children under five, 

ambulance seivi.ces, vaccination ond immunisation procedures, 
home help services, and the sfter care of such persons. 


One district nurse /midwife works in the Gistrict together with a 
health visitcr «nd o nursing essistant. A child welfare clinic is held 
twice a month end the health visitor for the area is in attcndence . 
The Home Help Service is provided by the County Council end the local 
Organiser, Mre. Clarke, hes her office at the Family Wclfare Centre 
Pomeroy House, Bridsetown, Totnes. Telephone Totnes 3665. 


3. Laboratory Service. 


Bacteriolo-ical cxaminations of pathological specimens and samolos 
of miik, water ond ice creum sre ccrried out at the Public Health 
Labora tori es at Exctcr and Plymouth The chemical cnealysis of water is 
undert: ken by public analysts at Exeter. 


4. Health Centre. 


en 


This was onened in May, 1966, <nd provides surgery accommode tion 
and clerical h«ip for me 0 General Medical Practitioners as woll as 
clinic facilities fer Devon County Council Services. 
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5. Mass Miniature Radiography. 


Facilities were available at Totnes end Newton Abbot for the 
general public to visit the Mass Rediography Unit, which celled regularly 
every fortnight at those tovns. 


6. Mental Health. 


Arrengenamts for treatment under the Mental Heclih Act, 1959, 
can be mede either by the patimt s own doctor or by the Senior Social 
Worker at the Family Welfare Centic, Pomeroy House, Bridgetown, Totnes. 
Teleohone Totnes 3665. 


7. Family Plenning Service. 


A clinic is held at the Adult Education Centro, Shinners Bridge, 
Dartington, on the third Tuesday aftcrnoon of alternate months beginning 
in January of each year. Appointnmts cen be mace by the Appointments 
Secretory, Family Planning Association, 4, Barnfield Hill, +xeter. 
Telephone Exeter 76892 (on Mondays, Wednesdays ond Fridays). 


8. Cervical Cytology. 


A cervicel cytology clinic for the early detection of cancer in 
women is held approximately once a inonth at the Buckfastleigh Health 
Centre, Tclephone Byckfastleigh 2534. All womem betwem the age of 
end € years - are eligible to apply for a test. 


9. Meals on \-heels. 


This voluntary service continued throughout the yeer and between 
6 and 12 meals on average were provided twice » weck. The meals were 
cooked at Buckfast Abbey, duc to the gmerosity of the Abbot. Twenty 
Volunteer Helpers distributed the mecls under their Orgeniser, Miss 
P.S.K.Davies (Buckfastleich 2592). 
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SECTION C. 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA. 
1. Refuse. 


The quantity and variety of rubbish collected continues to increase, 
the averege now being about 12 tons per week as aginst 11 tons in 1968. 
The material is bumt to reduce bulk end is then covered by quarry waste. 
Some minor trouble is ceused by trespassers brecking the seal in search 
of salvage at night time and at weckcnds. 


2. Sevwaze Disposal. 


No change has teken place in the past year at the Works. The quality 
of the effluent has been erratic duc to the preponderance of manufacturing 
waste received,and the hours worked by the Factories, which sometimes 
resulted in a greater flow at night wha the Works were unattended then 
during the deytime whm the mm were there. 


4. Sewerage. 


Work on the relaying of the defective sewers began in August end has 
proceeded satisfactorily. It is hoped that the exclusion of infiltretion 
water resulting from this work will havo«bencficial effect upon the 
performence of the purification works. 


4. Caravans. 


There =re two licensed caravan sites in the District, one private and 
residentiel, the other Council-owned end serving only tourists. An old 
Devon hedge, 6-8ft. wide, was grubbed up end used to fill a hollow, thus 
giving about senother six spaces. The tourist park is very well 
potronised end it wes found that during peck periods the amenity block 
was inedecuate for the numbers attending, luckily the toilet blocks in 
the adjacent cor park were available. 


5. Swimming Pool. 


This Town «menity continues to be very popular. The continuous 
chlorination end re—circulation olent was brought into use for the first 
time. 
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6. Rodent Control. 
The level of the rodamt population seens to renain constant. It 


was gratifying to note that when the old sewers were broken open for 
repairs no evidence of ret colonies were found. 


7. Pest Control. 

In this field wasps continue to cause the greatest nuiscnce 
although ants are becoming a close second. Part of the increase in the 
number of complaints is undoubtedly due to « growing awareness of the 
public to the fact thet this service exists. 

Wasp nests and ants in houses are dealt with free; a small charge 
is made for dealing with them elsewhere, clthough in th case of wasp 
nests near to the highway thesc are clso dealt with without chcrge. 

8. Water. 


Water is supplied by the South West Devon Water Bocrd and is 
Satisfactory both in quality md quentity. 


Onc privete supply was found to be contaminated by surface 
pollution end was connected to the public supply. 


9. Offices, Shovs & Railwoy Promisos Act, 196%. 
One new premise was registered during the yecr. 


All pramises registcred under the Act were inspectcd and found to 
be satisfactory. 
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SECTION D. 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


1. Food Premises. 


These were all visited at least once during the yecr, and were 
found to be up to standard. 


2. Food Hyziene. 


The high stendard is being maintained,due no doubt to the extension 
of pre-packed goods and the gradual disappearance of the roundsman. 


3. Meat Inspection. 


Meat inspection fell off to Nil et the end of the year, cll meat 
being brought in from out-of-town abattoirs. Nevertheless the two 
existing slaughterhouses continue to be registered and licensed. 


Sheep & 
Cattle Calves Lambs Pigs Total 
No. killed ae J - 44 - 5 
No. inspected ry ~ 44 - 51 


No. of entire 
carceses condemned = = = a re 


No. of c: rcases of 


which some part 
was condemned. = = = = m= 
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SRCTION EE. 


HOUSING. 
1. Generel. 


Of the 1044 inhabited houses in the district 495were owned by the 
Council. 


Work began on two blocks of flats on the 01d Vicarage Site at 
Glebelands, for 28 units of accommodation. 


2. Improvement Grants. 


Improvement grents were approved in respect of 10 private properties 
in the Town. 


The Council modernised 2 Council houses at Glovers Park and 
initiated a scheme at West End for modernising a further 24. 
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SECTION F. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961. 


The following is a summary of information required in respect of 
the year 1970. A total of 81 inspections was made in respect of 43 
premises listed in the Factories Register. 


Part T of “the Act. 


1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health. 


(i) Factories without Mechanical Power. 
Sections 1,2,3,4& 


Number on kegister ... ere aoe ee 
Inspections see eee eee eee 2 
Written Notices 2 a ee 

0 


Memipaers prosecuted 1.4. ceo cvs 


(ii) Fectories with Mechanical Power. 
(Section 7). 


Memeer On Register «.. «eo- «ee 2 
Inspections cule eee eee es 9) 
Written Notices eee eee 0 
Occupiers prosecuted ... cee sae OU 


(iii) Other Premises under the Act. 
(Section7) 
(Electric Stations, Institutions, Sites of Building 
Operations, Works of Engineering Construction, but 
excluding Outworkers' Premises). 


Number on Regi ster eee eee eee S 


Inspections eee eee eee eee 47 
Written Notices ccs seh ican OC 
Occupiers. prosecuted «6. ses sss O 


2. Cases in which Defects were found. 


See tcble overleaf. 
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2. Cases in which DEFICTS were found. 


ee 


oes 


Particulars Number of cases in which Number of 
defects were found cases in 
which 
Referred prosccutions 


were made 


8 ae A a an 0 sr 8 es 


Want of cleanliness 
eas 


Overcrowding (S.2.) 


Unreasonable temo. 


(S.3-) 


Inadequate ventilation 
(S.4.) 


Ineffective drainage 
of floors (S.6.) 


Sanitary conveniences 
(S.7-) 

a) Insufficient 

b) Unsuitable or 
defective 

c) Not separate for 
sexes 


Other offences against 
the Act (not including 
offences relating 

to outwork) 


Total 


«) 5. 
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PART VIII OF THE ACT. 


OUTWORK.. 


(Sections 1%% and 134) 


a ene 


(OP NR Ae ERR SR ES BO ee ee 


Nature of Section 144 Section 144 
work, 
No. of | No. of No. of No. of Notices | Prose 
out— cases of| prosec— | instances] served cutions 
workers | default utions of work 
in in for in un- 
August sending failure | wholesome 
list list to to premises 
recuircd| the suonly 
by Sec. Council lists 
133(1) 
(c) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
Wearing 
apoarel ~ ~ ~ 
(making) 
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